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Nickeline
Asterism
Reflected
Depictive
Solarium
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Humbug
Longleaf
Stanford
Mustang
Rigolette



DATTILO DJR  Medium specimens (March 2020)  djr.com/dattilo | 5

Modules
Pandora
Buckeye
Rodgers
Caldwell
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Equality
Gondola
Fisticuff
Coiffeur
Random
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Plucked
Whoops
Rainfall
Sesame
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CANTER
FITNESS
OXYGEN
SHOULD
PAGODA
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PRAIRIE
GALLOP
MIRAGE
CROSBY
WICKER
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SECRET
RAKING
FOREST
WRITER
SPORTS
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VIGORE
REVOLT
STATUS
JASMIN
ZOMBIE
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PICKER
AROMA
GRAZIE
INDEED
VIVERE



Forma and Dattilo share an 
interesting history as the product 
of a committee of eight prominent 
Italian graphic designers led 
by Nebiolo’s art director, Aldo 
Novarese. The struggling foundry 
assembled this committee to 
create a new “universal” typeface 
that would compete with the likes 
of Helvetica and Univers. Indra 
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Picking up where Forma DJR 
left off, my interpretation of 
Dattilo is guided by the things 
that Roger loved about this era 
of typesetting: the meeting of 
lofty ideals of universality and 
perfection and the realities of 
working with ink, metal, and paper. 
Rather than trying to achieve the 
most beautiful or perfect shapes, 
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BASIC LATIN

Uppercase

A B C D E F G H I J K L M  
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
Lowercase

a b c d e f g h i j k l m  
n o p q r s t u v w x y z
ACCENTS & OTHER LETTERS

Uppercase

À Á Â Ã Ä Å Ā Ă Ą Æ Ạ Ả Ấ Ầ Ẩ Ẫ Ậ Ắ Ằ Ẳ Ẵ Ặ C Ç Ć Ĉ Ċ 
Č Ď Ð Đ Ḍ Ḏ È É Ê Ë Ē Ĕ Ė Ę Ě Ẹ Ẻ Ẽ Ế Ề Ể Ễ Ệ Ĝ Ğ Ġ Ģ Ḡ 
Ĥ Ħ Ḥ Ḫ Ì Í Î Ï Ĩ Ī Ĭ Į İ Ĳ Ỉ Ị Ĵ K Ķ L Ĺ Ļ Ľ Ł Ŀ Ḷ Ḹ Ḻ Ṃ Ñ Ń Ņ Ň Ŋ 
Ṅ Ṇ Ṉ Ò Ó Ô Õ Ö Ō Ŏ Ő Ø Œ Ơ Ọ Ỏ Ố Ồ Ổ Ỗ Ộ Ớ Ờ Ở Ỡ Ợ 
Ŕ Ŗ Ř Ṛ Ṝ Ṟ Ś Ŝ Ş Š Ș Ṡ Ṣ Ţ Ť Ț Ŧ Ṭ Ṯ Ù Ú Û Ü Ũ Ū Ŭ Ů Ű Ų 
Ư Ụ Ủ Ứ Ừ Ử Ữ Ự Ŵ Ẁ Ẃ Ẅ Ý Ŷ Ÿ Ẏ Ỳ Ỵ Ỷ Ỹ Ź Ż Ž Ẓ Þ
Lowercase

à á â ã ä å ā ă ą æ ạ ả ấ ầ ẩ ẫ ậ ắ ằ ẳ ẵ ặ c ç ć ĉ ċ č ď ð đ ḍ 
ḏ è é ê ë ē ĕ ė ę ě ẹ ẻ ẽ ế ề ể ễ ệ ĝ ğ ġ ģ ḡ ĥ ħ ḥ ḫ ì í î ï ĩ ī ĭ į i̇ ĳ ỉ ị ĵ k 
ķ l ĺ ļ ľ ł ŀ ḷ ḹ ḻ ṃ ñ ń ņ ň ŋ ṅ ṇ ṉ ò ó ô õ ö ō ŏ ő ø œ ơ ọ ỏ ố ồ ổ ỗ ộ 
ớ ờ ở ỡ ợ ŕ ŗ ř ṛ ṝ ṟ ś ŝ ş š ș ṡ ṣ ţ ť ț ŧ ṭ ṯ ù ú û ü ũ ū ŭ ů ű ų ư ụ ủ ứ 
ừ ử ữ ự ŵ ẁ ẃ ẅ ý ŷ ÿ ẏ ỳ ỵ ỷ ỹ ź ż ž ẓ þ
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PUNCTUATION & SYMBOLS

. , : ; … ! ¡ ? ¿ - – — ― _ ( ) [ ] { } # % ‰ ' " ‘ ’ “ ” ‚ „ ‹ › « » 
* † ‡ / \ ⁄ | ¦ @ & © ℗ ® ™ °
NUMERICS & CURRENCY

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 + − ± ÷ × = < > ≤ ≥ ^ ~ $ ¢ 
£ ¤ ¥ € ƒ § ¶ · • ′ ″ ª º ≈ ≠ ¬ ∂ ∏ ∑ √ ∞ ∫ Δ Ω μ 
π
SUPERIORS, INFERIORS, NUMERATORS, DENOMINATORS

⁰ ¹ ² ³ ⁴ ⁵ ⁶ ⁷ ⁸ ⁹ ₀ ₁ ₂ ₃ ₄ ₅ ₆ ₇ ₈ ₉ 0123456789/0123456789 
½ ¼ ¾
ALDO NOVARESE MONOGRAM


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Dattilo DJR revives the slab serif counterpart to Forma, released 
between 1972 and 1974 by the renowned type foundry Nebiolo and 
created by a team of Italian designers led by the inimitable Aldo 
Novarese. Like Forma DJR, this revival attempts to bring new life to 
this bygone era of typography, embodying the peculiar collision of 
midcentury modernist idealism with the smudgy realities of metal, 
ink, and paper. With rounded corners and tapered serifs, the type-
face pairs well with Forma DJR, but has a typewriter-influenced 
personality that is distinct from its neo-grotesque counterpart.

Available Dattilots: 
Desktop	 OpenType CFF (OTF) 
Web		  WOFF, WOFF2, EOT 
App/E-book	 OpenType TrueType (TTF)

David Jonathan Ross draws letters of all shapes and sizes for 
custom and retail typeface designs at his foundry DJR, including 
Manicotti, Input, Gimlet and Bungee. He lives in Western 
Massachusetts.

Roger Black is a renowned publication designer, with decades of 
experience creating newspapers and magazines from Rolling Stone 
to The Washington Post.

Supported Languages include:
Afrikaans, Albanian, Alsatian, Basque, Bislama, 
Breton, Catalan, Chamorro, Croatian, Czech, 
Danish, Dutch, English, Estonian, Faroese, Finnish, 
Flemish, Franco-Provençal, French, Frisian, Friulian, 
Galician, German, Greenlandic, Hungarian, Icelandic, 
Indonesian, Irish, Italian, Kurdish (Latin), Ladin, 
Latin, Latvian, Lithuanian, Luxembourgish, Malay, 
Manx Gaelic, Moldovan, Norwegian (Bokmål, Nynorsk), 
Occitan, Polish, Portuguese, Rhaeto-Romance, 
Romanian, Romansh, Sami (Inari, Lule, Northern, 
Skolt, Southern), Scottish Gaelic, Slovak, Sorbian, 
Slovenian, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Tagalog, 
Turkish, Uzbek (Latin), Vietnamese Walloon, Welsh.

Some of the showings are based on Nebiolo’s 
original specimen of Dattilo.

DJR  
P.O. Box 461			  www.djr.com 
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