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Myšlenkové experimenty

Rotationsmaschinen
Desafortunados
Enfantement
Huntsman
Nemiche
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Romantic
Enlightener
Menschenliebe
Francesca of Rimini
Procedimiento metódico
Hound of the Baskervilles
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Exchangeable
Quartziferous
Unbelievable
Mesometric
Industrialist
Suggested

Banner Extra Light

Banner Light

Banner Regular

Banner Medium

Banner Bold, with alternate a

Banner Extra Bold
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Condensation
Directiveness
Persuasively
Fashionable
Graduating
Receivable

Banner Extra Light Italic

Banner Light Italic

Banner Regular Italic

Banner Medium Italic

Banner Bold Italic, with alternate G

Banner Extra Bold Italic, with alternate R



DISENGAGED 
Lexicographer.
ANTICIPATING 
Idiosyncracies
OPERATIC 
Residence
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Banner Hairline (new) 

Banner Thin (new) 

Banner Black (updated)
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HIGHLIGHTER 
Measurement.
COLONNADE 
Accompanied
MUNDANE 
Guidelines

Banner Hairline (new), with alternate a 

Banner Thin (new) 

Banner Black (updated)
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RESURGE 
Geranium
REFRESH 
Adjective
FOURTH 
Hibiscus

EXEGESES 
Parenthetic
OCTAVIAN 
Leadership
ISOGRAM 
Craftwork

Display Extra Light

Display Light

Display Regular, with alternate a

Display Medium

Display Bold, with alternate R

Display Black

Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs. Recruiters in

Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs. Rescued pi

Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs. Results

Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs. Recite
Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs.  Reps
Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs. R

Deck Extra Light

Deck Light

Deck Regular

Deck Medium

Deck Bold

Deck Black



FORMA DJR  Display styles djr.com/forma | 11

ACQUIRED 
Discovered
OMISSION 
Blacksmith
INFINITIVE 
Wellington

BUNDLER 
Masterful
DOSSIER 
Resigned
ENGAGE 
Surgeon

Display Extra Light Italic

Display Light Italic

Display Italic

Display Medium Italic, with alternate a

Display Bold Italic

Display Black Italic

Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs. Stretched a

Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs. Statehood

Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs. Stations

Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs. Stripe
Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs. Stat 
Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs. S

Deck Extra Light Italic

Deck Light Italic

Deck Italic

Deck Medium Italic

Deck Bold Italic

Deck Black Italic



FORMA DJR  Text and Micro djr.com/forma | 12

Forma DJR Text Light and Medium, 16pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968, 
Forma was the Italian type foundry 
Nebiolo’s answer to Helvetica. It was 
created by a team of eight designers, 
led by the legendary Aldo Novarese, 
that Nebiolo assembled to design a 
mature and humane neo-grotesque. 
Forma’s rationality is tempered by its 
warmth and its single-story a.

Forma DJR Text Light and Medium, 13pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968, Forma was 
the Italian type foundry Nebiolo’s answer to 
Helvetica. It was created by a team of eight 
designers, led by the legendary Aldo Nova-
rese, that Nebiolo assembled to design a more 
mature and humane neo-grotesque. As a result, 
Forma’s rationality is tempered by its warmth, 
and its trademark single-story a sets it apart 
from the rest. Issued in metal over a decade 
after Helvetica and Univers, Forma was 
relatively late to the neutral sans serif game. It 
never made the jump to phototypesetting and 

Forma DJR Micro Light and Medium, 10pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968, Forma was the Italian 
type foundry Nebiolo’s answer to Helvetica. It was cre-
ated by a team of eight designers, led by the legendary 
Aldo Novarese, that Nebiolo assembled to design a more 
mature and humane neo-grotesque. As a result, Forma’s 
rationality is tempered by its warmth, and its trademark 
single-story a sets it apart from the rest. Issued in metal 
over a decade after Helvetica and Univers, Forma was 
relatively late to the neutral sans serif game. It never 
made the jump to phototypesetting and virtually disap-
peared after Nebiolo closed its doors in 1978. However, 
publications designer Roger Black always continued 
to admire the design, and in 2013 asked me to revive 
it for his redesign of Hong Kong Tatler magazine.

Forma DJR Text Regular and Bold, 16pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968, 
Forma was the Italian type foundry 
Nebiolo’s answer to Helvetica. It was 
created by a team of eight designers, 
led by the legendary Aldo Novarese, 
that Nebiolo assembled to design a 
mature and humane neo-grotesque. 
Forma’s rationality is tempered by its  
warmth and its single-story a.

Forma DJR Text Regular and Bold, 13pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968, Forma 
was the Italian type foundry Nebiolo’s an-
swer to Helvetica. It was created by a team 
of eight designers, led by the legendary 
Aldo Novarese, that Nebiolo assembled to 
design a more mature and humane neo-gro-
tesque. As a result, Forma’s rationality is 
tempered by its warmth, and its trademark 
single-story a sets it apart from the rest. Is-
sued in metal over a decade after Helvetica 
and Univers, Forma was relatively late to the 
neutral sans serif game. It never made the 

Forma DJR Micro Regular and Bold, 10pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968, Forma was the Italian 
type foundry Nebiolo’s answer to Helvetica. It was cre-
ated by a team of eight designers, led by the legendary 
Aldo Novarese, that Nebiolo assembled to design a 
more mature and humane neo-grotesque. As a result, 
Forma’s rationality is tempered by its warmth, and its 
trademark single-story a sets it apart from the rest. 
Issued in metal over a decade after Helvetica and Univ-
ers, Forma was relatively late to the neutral sans serif 
game. It never made the jump to phototypesetting 
and virtually disappeared after Nebiolo closed its 
doors in 1978. However, publications designer Roger 
Black always continued to admire the design, and in 
2013 asked me to revive it for his redesign of Hong 

ORIGINALLY RELEASED 
in 1968, Forma was the 
Italian type foundry Nebio-
lo’s answer to Helvetica. It 
was created by a team of 
eight designers, led by the 
legendary Aldo Novarese, 
hat Nebiolo assembled 
to design a mature and 
humane neo-grotesque. 
Forma’s rationality is tem-
pered by its warmth and its 
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ORIGINALLY RELEASED 
in 1968, Forma was the 
Italian type foundry Nebio-
lo’s answer to Helvetica. It 
was created by a team of 
eight designers, led by the 
legendary Aldo Novarese, 
hat Nebiolo assembled 
to design a mature and 
humane neo-grotesque. 
Forma’s rationality is tem-
pered by its warmth and its 

Forma DJR Thin Italic 
Designed with Ruggero Magrì
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NEW! Forma DJR Thin 
Designed with the help of Ruggero Magrì

Expert hunter Indra 
Kupferschmid obtained 
a casting of the original 
Forma in lead, and 
printed proofs for us to 
use as source material 
for our revival. We found 
that many of the most 
interesting details were 



Expert hunter Indra 
Kupferschmid obtained 
a casting of the original 
Forma in lead, and 
printed proofs for us to 
use as source material 
for our revival. We found 
that many of the most 
interesting details were 
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REGULAR Gratuity 
REGULAR Gratuity
PLAYER Reduction 
PLAYER Reduction
Candlemaker band 
Candlemaker band
Majestic jet project  
Majestic jet project
Thế giới phương Tây  
Thế giới phương Tây

Swiss-style G 
Stylistic Set 01

Swiss-style R 
Stylistic Set 02

Two-story a 
Stylistic Set 03

Tailed j 
Stylistic Set 04

Curved horn 
Stylistic Set 05
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BASIC LATIN

Uppercase

A B C D E F G H I J K L M  
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
Lowercase

a b c d e f g h i j k l m  
n o p q r s t u v w x y z
ACCENTS & OTHER LETTERS

Uppercase

À Á Â Ã Ä Å Ā Ă Ą Ạ Ấ Ầ Ẫ Ậ Ắ Ằ Ẵ Ặ Ẳ Ẩ Ả Æ Ç 
Ć Ĉ Ċ Č Ď Ð È É Ê Ë Ē Ĕ Ė Ę Ě Ẹ Ẽ Ế Ề Ễ Ệ Ể Ẻ Ĝ Ğ 
Ġ Ģ Ĥ Ħ Ì Í Î Ï Ĩ Ī Ĭ Į İ Ị Ỉ Ĳ Ĵ Ķ Ĺ Ļ Ľ Ŀ Ł N Ñ Ń Ņ Ň Ŋ Ò 
Ó Ô Õ Ö Ō Ŏ Ő Ơ Ọ Ố Ồ Ỗ Ộ Ớ Ờ Ỡ Ợ Ổ Ỏ Ở Ø 
Œ Ŕ Ŗ Ř Ś Ŝ Ş Š Ș Ť Ţ Ț Ŧ Ù Ú Û Ü Ũ Ū Ŭ Ů Ű Ų 
Ư Ụ Ứ Ừ Ữ Ự Ủ Ử Ŵ Ẁ Ẃ Ẅ Ý Ŷ Ÿ Ỳ Ỵ Ỹ Ỷ Ź Ż Ž Þ 
Lowercase

à á â ã ä å ā ă ą ạ ấ ầ ẫ ậ ắ ằ ẵ ặ ẳ ẩ ả æ ç ć ĉ ċ 
č ď ð è é ê ë ē ĕ ė ę ě ẹ ẽ ế ề ễ ệ ể ẻ ĝ ğ ġ ģ ĥ ħ ì í î 
ï ĩ ī ĭ į i ̇ị ỉ ĳ ĵ ķ ĺ ļ ľ ŀ ł n ñ ń ņ ň ŋ ò ó ô õ ö ō ŏ ő ơ ọ ố ồ ỗ 
ộ ớ ờ ỡ ợ ổ ỏ ở ø œ ŕ ŗ ř ś ŝ ş š ș ß ť ţ ț ŧ ù ú û ü ũ ū 
ŭ ů ű ų ư ụ ứ ừ ữ ự ủ ử ŵ ẁ ẃ ẅ ý ŷ ÿ ỳ ỵ ỹ ỷ ź ż ž þ 



FORMA DJR  Character set djr.com/forma | 17

PUNCTUATION & SYMBOLS

. , : ; … ! ¡ ? ¿ - – — ― _ ( ) [ ] { } # % ‰ ' " ‘ ’ “ ” 
‚ „ ‹ › « » * † ‡ / \ ⁄ | ¦ @ & © ℗ ® ™ °
NUMERICS & CURRENCY

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 + − ± ÷ × = < > ≤ ≥ ^ ~ 
$ ¢ £ ¤ ¥ € ƒ § ¶ · • ′ ″ ª º ≈ ≠ ¬ ∂ ∏ ∑ √ ∞ 
∫ Δ Ω μ π
SUPERIORS, INFERIORS, NUMERATORS, DENOMINATORS

⁰ ¹ ² ³ ⁴ ⁵ ⁶ ⁷ ⁸ ⁹ ₀ ₁ ₂ ₃ ₄ ₅ ₆ ₇ ₈ ₉ 
0123456789⁄0123456789 ½ ¼ ¾
STYLISTIC ALTERNATES

G with beard

G Ĝ Ğ Ġ Ģ
R with curved leg

R Ŕ Ŗ Ř
Curved Vietnamese horn

Ơ Ư ơ ư

Two-story a

a à á â ã ä å ā ă ą æ
Tailed j

j ĵ ĳ ȷ
ALDO NOVARESE MONOGRAM





ISSUED IN METAL 
OVER A DECADE 
AFTER HELVETICA, 
FORMA WAS 
GROTESK LATE TO 
THE NEUTRAL SANS 
SERIF GAME. IT NEVER  
LETTERPRESS 

FRACTIONS 
FRACTIONS 

FRACTIONS
Adjustment 
Adjustment 
Adjustment

Resplendent 
Resplendent

Weight (wght) 
font-weight: 1 900;

Optical Size (opsz) 
font-optical-sizing: auto; 
font-variation-settings: 'opsz' 8–72;

Italic (non-variable) 
font-style: italic;
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NEW! Forma DJR Hairline Italic 
Designed with the help of Ruggero Magrì

ISSUED IN METAL 
OVER A DECADE 
AFTER HELVETICA, 
FORMA WAS 
GROTESK LATE TO 
THE NEUTRAL SANS 
SERIF GAME. IT NEVER  
LETTERPRESS 
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Forma DJR revives Forma, the stylish sans serif released in 1968 by 
the renowned type foundry Nebiolo and created by a team of Italian 
designers led by the inimitable Aldo Novarese. Publications designer 
Roger Black has admired the design for years, so he commissioned DJR 
to revive it for his 2O13 redesign of Hong Kong Tatler. Based on metal 
type found by Indra Kupferschmid, this interpretation captures the 
rounded corners, tapered stems, and subtle quirks that were byproducts 
of the printing process. With super-tight spacing in five optical sizes, 
this revival attempts to embody the peculiar collision of midcentury 
modernist precision and the smudgy realities of metal, ink, and paper. 

David Jonathan Ross draws letters of all shapes and sizes for cus-
tom and retail typeface designs at his foundry DJR as well as for his 
Font of the Month Club.

Roger Black is a renowned publication designer, with decades of 
experience creating newspapers and magazines from Rolling Stone to 
The Washington Post.

Ruggero Magrì is an independent type designer and lettering artist 
from Italy. Both analog and digital, any potential application 
attracts and pushes him to explore new expressive possibilities.

Jovana Jocić is a freelance type designer based in Serbia focusing 
on multi-script typefaces, including Forma’s upcoming Cyrillic.

Supported Languages include:
Afrikaans, Albanian, Alsatian, Basque, Bislama, 
Breton, Catalan, Chamorro, Croatian, Czech, 
Danish, Dutch, English, Estonian, Faroese, 
Finnish, Flemish, Franco-Provençal, French, 
Frisian, Friulian, Galician, German, Greenlandic, 
Hungarian, Icelandic, Indonesian, Irish, Italian, 
Kurdish (Latin), Ladin, Latin, Latvian, Lithuanian, 
Luxembourgish, Malay, Manx Gaelic, Moldovan, 
Norwegian (Bokmål, Nynorsk), Occitan, Polish, 
Portuguese, Rhaeto-Romance, Romanian, Romansh, 
Sami (Inari, Lule, Northern, Skolt, Southern), 
Scottish Gaelic, Slovak, Sorbian, Slovenian, 
Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Tagalog, Turkish, Uzbek 
(Latin), Walloon, Welsh.

The multilingual showings on pages 3 and 5 
are based on Nebiolo’s original specimen of 
Forma.

DJR  
P.O. Box 461  www.djr.com 
Conway, MA 01341  david@djr.com 
USA   +1 339.224.7687

© David Jonathan Ross 2017, 2021

tight,
but not
touching!


