forma

A stylish revival of the classic Italian sans
by David Jonathan Ross and Roger Black djr.com/forma
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Myslenkové experimenty
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Menschenliebe

Francesca of Rimini
Procedimiento metodico

Hound of the Baskervilles
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FORMA DJR “Chiaroscuro” weights

Banner Hairline (new)
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Display Extra Light ~—  Display Medium
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OMISSION DOSSIER
placksmith Resigned
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FORMA DJR Text and Micro

Forma DJR Text Light and Medium, 16pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968,
Forma was the Italian type foundry
Nebiolo's answer to Helvetica. It was
created by a team of eight designers,
led by the legendary Aldo Novarese,
that Nebiolo assembled to design a
mature and humane neo-grotesque.
Forma's rationality is tempered by its
warmth and its single-story a.

Forma DJR Text Light and Medium, 13pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968, Forma was
the Italian type foundry Nebiolo’s answer to
Helvetica. It was created by a team of eight
designers, led by the legendary Aldo Nova-
rese, that Nebiolo assembled to design a more
mature and humane neo-grotesque. As aresult,
Forma's rationality is tempered by its warmth,
and its trademark single-story a sets it apart
from the rest. Issued in metal over a decade
after Helvetica and Univers, Forma was
relatively late to the neutral sans serif game. It
never made the jJump to phototypesetting and

Forma DJR Micro Light and Medium, 10pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968, Forma was the Italian
type foundry Nebiolo's answer to Helvetica. It was cre-
ated by a team of eight designers, led by the legendary
Aldo Novarese, that Nebiolo assembled to design a more
mature and humane neo-grotesque. As d result, Forma's
rationality is tempered by its warmth, and its trademark
single-story a sets it apart from the rest. Issued in metal
over a decade after Helvetica and Univers, Forma was
relatively late to the neutral sans serif game. It never
made the jump to phototypesetting and virtually disap-
peared after Nebiolo closed its doors in 1978. However,
publications designer Roger Black always continued
to admire the design, and in 2013 asked me to revive
it for his redesign of Hong Kong Tatler magazine.
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Forma DJR Text Regular and Bold, 16pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968,
Forma was the Italian type foundry
Nebiolo’'s answer to Helvetica. It was
created by a team of eight designers,
led by the legendary Aldo Novarese,
that Nebiolo assembled to design a
mature and humane neo-grotesque.
Formad's rationality is tempered by its
warmth and its single-story a.

Forma DJR Text Regular and Bold, 13pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968, Forma
was the Italian type foundry Nebiolo’s an-
swer to Helvetica. It was created by a team
of eight designers, led by the legendary
Aldo Novarese, that Nebiolo assembled to
design a more mature and humane neo-gro-
tesque. As aresult, Forma’s rationality is
tempered by its warmth, and its trademark
single-story a sets it apart from the rest. Is-
sued in metal over a decade after Helvetica
and Univers, Forma was relatively late to the
neutral sans serif game. It never made the

Forma DJR Micro Regular and Bold, 10pt

ORIGINALLY RELEASED in 1968, Forma was the Italian
type foundry Nebiolo’s answer to Helvetica. It was cre-
ated by a team of eight designers, led by the legendary
Aldo Novarese, that Nebiolo assembled to design a
more mature and humane neo-grotesque. As a result,
Forma’s rationality is tempered by its warmth, and its
trademark single-story a sets it apart from the rest.
Issued in metal over a decade after Helvetica and Univ-
ers, Forma was relatively late to the neutral sans serif
game. It never made the jump to phototypesetting
and virtually disappeared after Nebiolo closed its
doors in 1978. However, publications designer Roger
Black always continued to admire the design, and in
2013 asked me to revive it for his redesign of Hong
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- PLAYER Reduction
s GCandlemaker band
.= \Viajestic jet project
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BASIC LATIN
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PUNCTUATION & SYMBOLS
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NUMERICS & CURRENCY
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SUPERIORS, INFERIORS, NUMERATORS, DENOMINATORS
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STYLISTIC ALTERNATES
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Forma DJR revives Forma, the stylish sans serif released in 1968 by
the renowned type foundry Nebiolo and created by a team of Italian
designers led by the inimitable Aldo Novarese. Publications designer
Roger Black has admired the design for years, so he commissioned DJR
to revive it for his 2013 redesign of Hong Kong Tatler. Based on metal
type found by Indra Kupferschmid, this interpretation captures the
rounded corners, tapered stems, and subtle quirks that were byproducts
of the printing process. With super-tight spacing in five optical sizes,
this revival attempts to embody the peculiar collision of midcentury
modernist precision and the smudgy realities of metal, ink, and paper.

David Jonathan Ross draws letters of all shapes and sizes for cus-
tom and retail typeface designs at his foundry DJR as well as for his
Font of the Month Club.

Roger Black is a renowned publication designer, with decades of
experience creating newspapers and magazines from Rolling Stone to
The Washington Post.

Ruggero Magri is an independent type designer and lettering artist
from Italy. Both analog and digital, any potential application
attracts and pushes him to explore new expressive possibilities.

Jovana Joci¢ is a freelance type designer based in Serbia focusing
on multi-script typefaces, including Forma’s upcoming Cyrillic.

Supported Languages include:

Afrikaans, Albanian, Alsatian, Basque, Bislama,
Breton, Catalan, Chamorro, Croatian, Czech,
Danish, Dutch, English, Estonian, Faroese,
Finnish, Flemish, Franco-Provengal, French,
Frisian, Friulian, Galician, German, Greenlandic,
Hungarian, Icelandic, Indonesian, Irish, Italian,
Kurdish (Latin), Ladin, Latin, Latvian, Lithuanian,
Luxembourgish, Malay, Manx Gaelic, Moldovan,
Norwegian (Bokmal, Nynorsk), Occitan, Polish,
Portuguese, Rhaeto-Romance, Romanian, Romansh,
Sami (Inari, Lule, Northern, Skolt, Southern),
Scottish Gaelic, Slovak, Sorbian, Slovenian,
Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Tagalog, Turkish, Uzbek
(Latin), Walloon, Welsh.

The multilingual showings on pages 3 and 5
are based on Nebiolo’s original specimen of
Forma.

DJR

P.0. Box 461 www.djr.com
Conway, MA 01341 david@djr.com
USA +1 339.224.7687

David Jonathan Ross 2017, 2021



